DIRECTOR'S NOTES

It got to me!

When I'm looking for possible plays to direct, most of
them end up on my reading table long before I reach the
final page. They simply do not hold my interest. Rarely
am I so absorbed in the pages of a play as to read it
continually without any break at all. But Milan Stitt's
drama THE RUNDER STUMBLES got to me. I couldn’t put it down.

Stitt based his drama on a true event that occurred in
Leelanau County in Upper Michigan at the turn of the
twentieth century. In late autumn of 1918 in the basement
of Holy Rosary Church, the skeletal remains of a young
nun were discovered. She had been missing for four years
and the remains showed her skull had been ¢rushed from
the blow of a large. blunt object. Much of what did happen
to the young Bride of Christ remains shrouded in mystery
to this day. Stitt used this event to mold his story of
repressed passion between a priest banished to an isolated
wilderness and a nun who questions her need for loyalty
to the Church as opposed to her own true feelings about
love and her personal faith in God.

I think the play speaks volumes about human nature and
about our relationship to God. We, the artists that are
actors, designers, stage managers and technicians that
make a play hope it will speak to you as well.

We would like for you to know that Melanie Wigton,
who portrays Sister Rita in this production, is doing so
as partial fulfillment of the degree of Bachelor of Fine
Arts in Theatre. Also, the musical score was composed
and directed by Andrew Brooks, a Creighton Theatre
co—-major.

Finally, we would like to dedicate this production to Jason
Dorwart and Stephanie Kidd. Both of these Creighton
students were originally cast in the production. During
the summer Jason suflered a severe back injury while
vacationing with his parents in Mexico. Stephanie has
decided to take the fall semester off to be with Jason at
his home in Colorado and to help him recover from
his accident. Although we all know the road to full
recovery will be ditHcult, we also know that Jason, with
the help of Stephanie, friends and family, will be up to
the challenge. We ask you to join us in wishing them well.
We look forward to both Jason and Stephanie returning to
Creighton in the spring.

— Alan Klem
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This production is entered in the Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival (KC/ACTF). The
aims of this national theater education program are to identify and promote quality in college-level
theater production. To this end, each production entered is eligible for a response by a regional KC/ACTF
representative, and certain students are selected to participate in KC/ACTF programs involving awards,
scholarships, and special grants for actors, playwrights, designers, and critics at both the regional and
national levels.

Productions entered on the Participating level are eligible for inclusion at the KC/ ACTF regional festival
and can also be considered for invitation to the KC/ACTF national festival at the John F. Kennedy Center
for the Performing Arts in Washington, DC in the spring of 2001.

Last year more than 1000 productions and 19,000 students participated in the American College Theater
Festival nationwide. By entering this production, our department is sharing in the KC/ ACTF goals to help
college theater grow and to focus attention on the exemplary work produced in college and university
theaters across the nation.

NOTICE
The use of cameras or other
recording devices is strictly prohibited.

THE RUMNER STUMBLES is produced through a special arrangement with
Dramatists Play Service, Inc.
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