DIiRECTOR/PLAYWRIGHT'S ITOTES

This play had its inception in 1989 when, after moving from New
York City to Nebraska to start the Blue Barn Theatre, I drove with my
wife through the Sandhills of northwestern Nebraska. The landscape
out there entranced me. The beauty of it, the silence, the ocean-like
movement of the rolling hills. It was a great time of transition in my
life. The effort of founding a theatre took such a blind leap of faith.
Perhaps it's appropriate that the play is being mounted again on the
eve of the Blue Barn’s tenth season. In many ways we are coming
around the circle to the place where be began, and, as the saying goes,
it’s the same, and at the same time, it’s completely different.

This production is a new exploration of the play’s themes. Bill
Van Deest (Scenic/Lighting Designer) came in with a wonderful
genesis of ideas from sources as diverse as photographs of real third
world slums to images that had risen in his dreams. The resulting set
provides a canvas which works stylistically with the text to create the
inner and outer worlds of the characters, while allowing the audience
a share of the creative freedom in defining the worlds of the play.
Wendy Stark (Costume Designer) adds to this with a costume design
which physicalizes the psychic/spirtual journey that each character
goes through in the span of the play. Steve Hitch (Sound Designer)
creates a soundscape to round out the creation of this strange world,
which again allows the audience’s imagination to participate in the
story.

Finally, the actors bring to the play their own deep sense of growth
and change, and the struggles that ensue when life asks us to follow
that path. It is my hope that these elements will work together to
give you a powerful telling of THe Empry PLOUGH.

- Kevin Lawler

Director/Playwright
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This production is entered in the Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival (KC/ACTF).
The aims of this national theater education program are to identify and promote quality in college-
level theater production. To this end, each production entered is eligible for a response by a regional
KC/ACTF representative, and certain students are selected to participate in KC/ACTF programs
involving awards, scholarships, and special grants for actors, playwrights, designers, and critics at
both the regional and national levels.

Productions entered on the Participating level are eligible for inclusion at the KC/ACTF regional festival
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Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, DC, in the spring of 1999.
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SCENES

Act OnEe

THE CiTY iS A VAST, DESOLATE PLACE THAT iS RAPIDLY
DYING.

ALONG THE PERIMETER OF THIS CiTY iS A HUGE STRiP
OF ABANDONED STREETS AND BUILDINGS KNOWI AS
"THE DEAD ZONE."

SCENE 1 PROLOGUE

SCENE 2 AnOTHER DAy
SCENE 3 THE Winp

SCENE 4 THE AcTuAL EDGE
SCENE 5 GHOSTS Anb SHiPs
SCEIE 6 A VESSEL

SCENE 7 SETTING SAiL

10 miNUTE iNTERmMIiSSion

Act Two
jusT BEYOND THE DEAD ZONE iS A MYSTiCAL PLAIN
THAT STRETCHES OUTWARD TOWARD inrinity. THIiS
PLACE IS KNTOWI1 AS THE "PRAIRIE SEA” OR "THE vOiD.”
THE STARS ARE A PLACE OIN THE OTHER SiDE OF DEATH.

SCENE 1 WAkKIinG Upr 1O STARS

SCENE 2 FirsT VOYAGE

SCENE 3 WHERE ARE WE

SCENE 4 Row, Row, Row Your Boar

SCENE 5 THE SirREnNs
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