
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julianna Diddle, Allison Seats and Dr. Gary Michels, Creighton University Department of Chemistry   

ILAC Water Quality Program  

Building Bridges to More Purposeful Lives in the Dominican Republic 

Service & Community Development  Social Justice & Reflecting on Faith 

Summary: 
This program has affected the lives of  participants, communities, and 

families across cultures and backgrounds. Over 105 participants have 

experienced the life and culture of  the Dominican people and have 

assisted in educating and testing over 1,500 functional filters in rural 

communities. These filters provide potable water for over 7,000 people.   

Filters can continue to provide safe drinking water for several years. The 

knowledge gained by all will last a lifetime.  

Participants standing in a hole that they just finished digging. 

This hole will be used for a newly constructed latrine for a 

family. The latrine will provide a central location for human 

waste, benefiting the health of the family and entire 
community.  

Participants laying concrete that will replace a dirt floor in a 

family’s home. This provides the family with a sanitary and 

permanent living space and the opportunity for a more 
healthy lifestyle. 

A participant in a campo planting coffee trees in a rural community. The land for this plot was donated 

by the community landowner. The profit from this lot will benefit the development of the entire 

community for years to come.  

“What did you bring 
back...” 

 

 

 

 

… connecting with someone and forming a real relationship 

based on the real things in life—honesty, love, & simply 

 being. -2010 

   

… the value of the Dominican life style, the value of true love, 

not just kindness, that is immersed and intertwined into every 

aspect of Dominican life. -2012 

 

… a new way to critically reflect upon my actions that will affect 

the way I interact with others in order to consciously act with 

greater unconditional love and acceptance. -2013 

 

  
   

Men and Women For and With Others 

Participants work to sand the outer wall of a new community clinic in the campo of Las Lagunas. The closest clinic, other than 

this facility, is hours away. This clinic is now fully functional and serves as a health resource for the community.  

Left: Participants taking a sample from a filter inside a Dominican home. The sample was later taken back to the lab at the ILAC 

center and processed. The results were then shared with the community so necessary improvements could be made.  

Right: Participants and children from the campo of Batey Libertad, a community for Haitian migrant workers and their families.  

The covenant, signed each year by all participants, outlines what each group declares as their purpose. 


